
REEDHAM PARK SCHOOL 
 

Curriculum 
 
 

We are delighted that our last Ofsted report highlighted the fact that the school provides a broad curriculum 
clearly focused on literacy and numeracy which enables pupils to achieve high standards by the time they 
leave. 
 
All children in Transition to Form 1 Upper (Years 1-6) follow Schemes of Work that include the following 
subjects and subject components: 
 
1. Mathematics (Cambridge Mathematics Direct Scheme) 
 

Multiplication and other mathematical tables 

Mental Arithmetic 

Mechanical Arithmetic (calculations) 

Problem solving and investigative maths 

Algebra and Geometry 

 
The subject components of the maths scheme incorporate all aspects of the Numeracy Strategy and the 
Programmes of Study of the National Curriculum for Key Stages 1 and 2, viz Using and Applying 
Mathematics: Number; Shape, Space and Measure and Handling Data.  
 

2. English 
 

Reading: 

The acquisition of reading knowledge, strategies, skills and understanding of fictional and non-fictional 

texts through the use of  the school’s chosen English scheme (Nelson English), together with: 

- class readers (prose, poetry and drama) 

- class library 

- "Special Book" (a book of either prose or poetry chosen from the canon of children's traditional or 
modern classics, set by the school on a termly basis for reading at home, and for subsequent 
assessment in the half-yearly examinations. 

 
Spelling: 

- the understanding and application of spelling conventions  and exceptions 

- phonemes, syllables, word families, roots and origins 

- word meanings, synonyms and antonyms, terminology etc  

 
Grammar: 

- the structure of  the English Language including standard and non-standard English usage, word classes 

and their grammatical functions, features of different types of sentence, the grammar of complex 

sentences and the purposes and organisational features of written English. 

- the use of a wide range of punctuation 

 
 

 



Creative Writing: 

- Composition skills in a variety of fictional and non-fictional forms 

- Handwriting 

- Differing textual characteristics and authorial techniques. 

 
Literature: 

- Formal study of significant writers in three genres of prose, poetry and drama. 

Drama: 

- Annual School pantomime production at the end of the autumn term.  All children act, dance and sing, 
with older children taking major parts. 

 
Pupils are also encouraged to enter a variety of writing competitions organised by external agencies such 
as Young Writers. 
 

3. Science 
 
Years 1 and 2 (Transition and Lower Preparatory) follow the National Curriculum Programme of Study : 
Key Stage 1, Q.C.A. Scheme of Work in respect of Life Processes and Living Things, Physical 
Processes, Materials and their Properties and Investigative Science.     
 
Topics include: Ourselves, Health and Growth, Growing Plants, Plants and Animals in the Local 
Environment, Sorting, Using, Grouping and Changing Materials, Light and Dark, Pushes and Pulls, 
Forces and Movement, Sound and Hearing and Using Electricity. 
 
Years 3 to 6 (Upper Preparatory, Form 1 Lower and Form 1 Upper) follow the National Curriculum 
Programme of Study : Key Stage 2, Q.C.A. Scheme of work, as detailed above. 
 
Topics include: Teeth and Eating; Moving and Growing; Keeping Healthy; Life Cycles; Habitats; 
Interdependence and Adaption; Micro-organisms; Solids, Liquids and Gases (including separation and 
changing state); Rocks and Soils; Magnets and Springs; Electrical Circuits; Earth, Sun and Moon; Sight 
and Seeing; Changing Sounds; forces. 
 
In keeping with the School's tradition, pupils also undertake separate nature study, e.g. of the Riverbank; 
Birds; Insects; the Hedgerow; the Seas and Oceans; plant life in fields and gardens etc. 
 
Children's knowledge and appreciation of the natural world is enhanced by annual projects that focus on 
the collection/photographing, display and naming of autumn fruits and wild spring flowers.   
 

4. Foreign Languages 
 
All children from Transition (Year 1), study French as a modern foreign language, which includes 
speaking, writing and listening skills. 
 
Form 1 Upper (Year 6) also study Latin, both for its value in understanding the structure of language, 
and in preparation for progression to the Independent Day Public Schools and Grammar Schools. 
 
Latin is taught in association with Classical Studies, to provide an in-depth study of an ancient 
civilisation (Pompeii), in keeping with the National Curriculum for History, Key Stage 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Humanities 
 
 
History 
 
Teaching of this subject encompasses all the requirements of the National Curriculum at Key Stages 1 
and 2, but extends beyond it to provide a complete chronological framework, for example : Year 3 
studies the Middle Ages; Years 4 and 5 study both the Tudor/Stuart periods; Year 6 covers the Georgian 
and Hanoverian Monarchs and Life in Victorian Britain. 
 
 
Geography 
 
Teaching of this subject also encompasses all the requirements of the National Curriculum at Key Stages 
1 and 2. 
 
At Key Stage 1 (Year 2) study is centred on the British Isles, and includes the teaching of geographical 
skills and the study of places, including thematic study.  
 
At Key Stage 2 (Years 3-5) study centres on countries of the Commonwealth of Nations, i.e.  

Year 3:  Canada, India and Africa (Kenya) and how they contrast with the United Kingdom. 

Years 4 and 5:   The Commonwealth of Nations and study of either Australia and the Caribbean (St.  

Lucia) or Tocuaro in Mexico                

 
Year 6 follows the Earthworks Geography Project course which focuses on places, patterns and 
processes and skills in respect of Local and Global Areas, Changing Landscapes, Settlement and 
Farming. 
 
In each year group there is an opportunity to undertake the recommended thematic study, alongside the 
extension of geographical skills and the understanding of places. 
 
 
Religious Education 
 
There is a short assembly each day and a longer period of collective worship once a week on a 
Wednesday morning. 
 
Preparation for First Holy Communion (Roman Catholic children only). 
 
Pupils follow Schemes of Work that incorporate the following programmes of study: 
 
Year 1 : Stories from the Old Testament 
 
Year 2 : Stories from the New Testament, parables and Saints 
 
Year 3 : Introduction to the Religions of the World  
 
Years 4 and 5 : Further in-depth study of the Old and New Testaments 
 
Year 6 : Further in-depth study of the Religions of the World. (The principal beliefs, festivals and ways 

of living in respect of Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam and Buddhism and the traditional 
religions of China and Japan). 

 
 
 
 



6. Physical Education 
 
Games: Football; Netball; Cricket; Rounders. 

Gymnastics: Culminates in display at end of the spring term. 

Dance: Ballet, Country Dancing, Mime and Movement and National Dances are taught in 

preparation for the annual school pantomime production. 

Athletics:  Culminates in School Sports Day towards the end of summer term.   Upper school 

children also participate in the British Athletics/ESAA Award Scheme; 

Outdoor activities: From Year 3 onwards, pupils are able to play tennis at Reedham Park Tennis Club or 

participate in Football Club during the lunchtime. Older pupils participate in inter-

school competitions including cross-country running. 

 

Pupils are expected to make their own arrangements as regards Swimming lessons. 
 
 

7. Music 
 
Music Appreciation lessons include the study of the instruments of the orchestra; the lives and works of 
significant composers and rudimentary music theory. 
 
Music performance and composition is encompassed in the teaching of the recorder (descant, treble and 
tenor), percussion band and singing. 
 
There are opportunities for pupils to learn the elementary rudiments of piano playing, if they do not 
study this externally. 
 
There is also a school choir, for which pupils audition for when they reach Upper Prep (Year 3) and 
which regularly competes in the annual Croydon Music Festival.   An infant choir has also recently been 
formed. 
 
 

8. Art History 
 
Art History is taught from Year 1 and includes an appreciation and knowledge of the work and styles of 
celebrated artists.  This culminates in a series of Art Lectures given by Year 6 in the spring term. 
 
 

9. Art, Craft and Design 
 
Practical art work takes the form of drawing, painting and handwork, including modelling, collage, 
sculpture and textiles. 
 
 

10. Design and Technology 
 
This is undertaken in the form of Needlework and Woodwork lessons.   Items of increasing complexity 
are produced as the children progress through the school, in line with the school’s chosen theme for the 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 



11. Personal, Social and Health Education 
 
Every year the school organises regular visits including Sensational Science presentations, drama and 
music workshops, Puppetworld, Birdworld, animal charities (including the Dogs’ Trust), Transport for 
London, electrical and Fire Brigade safety talks,  
 
Regular school trips include Shakespeare for Kidz theatre productions, Woodcote Green Nurseries 
workshops, Dulwich Picture Gallery (art workshops and gallery tours), Sea Life Centre in Brighton, 
Pompeii Exhibition at the British Museum (the Vikings in 2014), the Ragged School Museum and an 
annual visit to the Palace of Westminster. 
 
All Form 1 Upper (Year 6) children are trained in the Young Life Saver First Aid Course.   In past years, 
our school teams have won a considerable number of trophies in county, regional and national 
competitions. 
 
We also encourage the children to be charitable and mindful of the needs of others less fortunate than 
themselves.   We regularly fundraise for Save the Children, Marie Curie cancer care and the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal.    
 
The children also vote in elections for  May Queen, Form Captains, Head Boy and Head Girl.   Members 
of the top class also act as prefects and monitors throughout the rest of the school.      
 
There are also regular assembly and class discussions of personal health, safety and welfare issues. 
 
Founder’s Day is celebrated with a mass at St John the Baptist Church in September and First Holy 
Communion is held in school each June.    
 
 

12. Information Technology 
 
Children are regularly encouraged to use computer technology at home to research topics and access 
materials to support their studies.   In addition, Form 1 Upper (Year 6) children have one double IT 
lesson per week.   Children are taught a wide range of increasingly complex word processing skills in 
order for them to write and produce a variety of documents for different audiences.   This includes the 
use of font sizes and effects, the reorganisation of texts, the use of spellcheckers and find and replace, 
the insertion of pictures,  the use of a paint programme, spreadsheets.    
 
Preparation for External Examinations 
 

The School thoroughly prepares pupils for the external Sutton and Kent 11+ examinations and the 
entrance tests for the independent day public schools.  The methodology to be applied when approaching 
verbal and non-verbal reasoning tests is taught, and regular daily practice at completing tests within 
strict time limits is incorporated into the timetables for Form 1 Lower (Years 4 and 5) and Form 1 Upper 
(Year 6).  In addition, Years 5 and 6  children undertake a series of special tests and complete a range of 
practice entrance papers during the summer and autumn terms prior to sitting external examinations. 
 

Parents are advised, therefore, that the School actively discourages additional outside tutoring for its 
pupils and parents are required to seek an interview with the Headteacher before making any decisions 
in respect of tutoring.  
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